dnyapn

BoT M0$1, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, PEIMKBUS HA TOM
BbICTaBKe. Mo TydIuii 3KCIOHAT. DTO IepBast
OTKPbITKA, KOTOPYIO s MOJyum1 Ha daHepe (Cmyk).
1o Hacrosias gaHepa, HaMMCaH TeKCT,
MPUKIEeEHbl MApPKM HA COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO CYMMY U
OTIIpaB/ieHa He OaHAEePObI0, 8 UMEHHO KakK
OTKPBITKA, (haHepHast OTKPbITKA pasMepoM A4.

LlIym eenmunsmopa

Snyapn EropoB — IIaBHbBIN pegakTop ra3eTbl
«Ye3HbIN ropof, A». 9TO B AJIeKCaHIPOBe
Brnagumupckoir obmactu. Korma dmyapn Ha pabore,
OH muieT ctaTby. Korga He Ha paboTe — MUIIeT
micbMa. Eciiy 3To MOKHO Tak Ha3BaTh.

omyapn,

OTO KIaCCUUeCKUI CIy4daii, KOraa s mbITalCs
KOMIIaKT-IMCK OTIIPaBUTh. B OTKPLITOM BUJE,
HaKJIeuI MapKu...

MHe l'IpI/IIJ_Ié.TI STOT KOMIIAKT ONCK.

dmyapn
He Bcem m10X0auT, He BCeM JOXOIMT.

To, UTO OH JlesiaeT, Ha3bIBAETCS MII-apT —
MOYTOBOE UCKYCCTBO. DTO KOTAA JIIOAN
TIpeBpaIaT 00bIYHOE MCHMO B meneBp. Camu
MPUIYMbBIBAIOT AM3a/iH OTKPBITOK I KOHBEPTOB,
YKpallaT UX CAMOAENbHBIMU IITEMITEISIMU U
Jaske TIeYaTarT COOCTBeHHbIE MapKu. McTopust
PO KOMITaKT-AUCK — ITO He 1yTKa. Heckonbko
JIeT Ha3aj DOVK AeJiICTBUTEeIbHO NPUCIaa MHE
My3bIKaIbHBIN CD. [I1cK rpuiiién 6e3 KOHBepTa.
MapKku, ITaMIibl ¥ 6yMaykka ¢ afjpecomM — C OJIHOi1
CTOPOHBI. 3epKaibHasl, XOTS U MollapanaHHas
TOBEPXHOCTb — C IPYTO¥A. 5 cpasy e MoCTaBUI
JIVICK B TUIEep.

Ompuwigok: Wings & Paul McCartney — Let 'em in
Tam okasasnack rpymma "YuHrs" u [Ton MakkapTHM.

3BOHOK, TOJIOC ITOYTOBOrO paborHuka ("Iloura,
3IpaBCTBYITE"), 3BYKM HOXKHMUIIL U IITAMITIOB

Eduard

Here's a special one, my best item in this
exhibition. This is the wooden postcard - the
first one of a kind I've ever got. It's a real
postcard made of plywood (knocks), with text
on it, and the required stamps attached. It was
sent as a postcard, not as a parcel. A plywood
A4 sized postcard.

Cooling fan noise

Eduard Yegorov is the editor in chief of the
Uyezdny Gorod A, a newspaper published in
Alexandrov in the Vladimir region. When he's
at work he's writing articles, when he is off
work he's writing letters. If only we could call it
letters.

Eduard

A classic example of it - I've been trying to
send an audio CD by post, unpacked, with
stamps glued right to its surface...

—I've got it!

Eduard
Not everyone got it, not really.

What he is doing is called mail art, a postal art.
It's about people turning a regular letter into a
work of art. They invent their own postcards
and envelopes, decorate it with hand-made
rubber stamps, and even issue their own
postage stamps. The CD story is no joke. A few
years ago ['ve got such a CD from Edik [short
for Eduard]. It came without an envelope, with
stamps and address note on one side and the
regular glassy yet scratched layer on another.
Right away, I've put the disc into a CD player.

Music extract — Wings & Paul McCartney — Let
‘'em in
It was a Wings record.

Background sounds: post office workers voices
(Post office, hello!), scissors, rubber stamps



[ToYTOBBIM MCKYCCTBOM 3aHMMAIOTCSI
COCTOSIBIINECS XYIOXKHUKM, 3aHMMAIOTCSI UM
mobuTtenu. Paboraroniue u 6e3paboTHBIE.
MY>KUMHBI ¥ SKEHIMHBL. VI3 60TaThiX CTPaH U U3
6enHbIX. Mosozble U cTapble, CUACTINBbIE U
HecyacTHbIe. OObIYHBIE JIIOM, KOTOPbIE JIIOOSIT
MCaTh U MOTyYaTh HEOObIUHbIE MTChMA.

MbI Ha BbICTaBKe MIII-apTa B AJTeKCaHAPOBCKOM

XyO0KECTBEHHOM My3ee. DKCIIOHAThI Doyap/

cobupas 6osbllle roma — Ha 6eCIIaTHOM 6JI0roOBOI

ratdopme caesia ABYSI3bIUHbIN CAlT U

npeanjaoXmia BCeM JKeJTaloIIMM IIPUChLIATb pa60TbI

Ha TeMy «OKHO B Myup». Ero 3aBaimiM OKHaMM.
KupnuuHas ki1agka ¢ OKHOM IocepeiiHe U3

[lloTnauauu, KPeCTUKOM, HAaTypPaJIbHO KPECTUKOM

BbIIINTAasA OTKPbITKA N3 HI/I,I[ep.TIaH,H,OB, KOTbI Ha

okHe 6ubnmoTexku B Hpio-Iopke, ropbl 3a OKHOM B

Unuin... Ho niepBbIMM 3Ty BBICTABKY YBUIEINU
MMEHHO OHU — PSIOBbIe PAOOTHMKM ITOUTHI B
OTZeJIEHUSX T10 BCeMY MUPY.

A ecytu ObI K Te6€ TIPUIIET YeTOBEK, U IOITPOCHT
6bI OTIIPABUTH KOMITAKT-IMCK C MapKaMu MU
OTKPBITKY Ha (aHepe...

Exatepuna
M-m-m... Hy Torma...

EkarepuHa SIkoBjieBa rpopaboTasa Ha IIouTe
HeCKoibKo jeT (EkaTepuHa: maxe s He 3Hal0). A
TIOTOM YBOJIUJIACh.

ExaTepuna

Ho o moBomy aycka s 661 3ariepeskuBajia, YTo OH
661 pa3buics. U s1 661 ipeiokuiaa 661 emy
06epHYTb ero, Hal[puMep, B KAPTOHKY. BoT
MIMEHHO 3a 6€30IMaCcHOCTb, YTOOBI ITO XOPOIIIO
noiuto. Hy a ecivt 3T0 haHepHast KapTOHKA, TO,
HaBepHoe, ¢ Heii 6b HUYero He CIYYMIOCh.

JeiicTByIOIIMME COTPYIHUKY MIOUTHI, KaK IPaBUIIO,

OTKa3bIBAIOTCS TOBOPUTD O CBOEJ paboTe —
CChITAIOTCSI HA HEeKMe BHYTPEHHMe MpaBuia,
KOTOpBIE 3aMpenialoT UM pacCKa3bIBaTh Iaske

HeBMHHbIe NOoAPo6HOCTH. KaTs Morjia roBOpuUTh —
OHa y)Ke He paboTaeT Ha 1oUTe, U CJIel0BaTeIbHO,
He CBsI3aHa HMKAKMMU 00s13aTeibcTBaMy. MBI eré
ycabimm KaTuHbl MCTOpUM, a TTI0Ka 0 TOM, M3 Yero

M3JJI-apT JIydlile He Je/1aThb.

Mail art is made by all sorts of people —
professional artists and the amateur ones,
those with a job and the unemployed, men and
women, living in rich countries and from the
poor ones, young and old, happy and sad. The
common people with a penchant for the
uncommon mail.

Here we are, at the mail art exhibition at the
Alexandrov Art Museum. Eduard had been
collecting these items for more than a year. He's
made a free blog website, and invited everyone
to send their submission in. The theme is A
Window To The World. He was inundated with
windows — a brick layer with a window in
between from Scotland, a cross-stitched -
naturally cross-stitched — postcard from the
Netherlands, cats on a New York library
window, mountain looming through the
window in Chile. But the first ones to see this
exhibition were the ordinary post office
workers from the post offices all across the
world.

And what if you've got a customer asking you to
dispatch a CD with stamps on it, or a plywood
postcard?

Yekaterina
Uh-m-m... Well then...

Yekaterina Yakovleva has spent a few years
working at the post office (Yekaterina: Well I
don't know). And subsequently she's left.

Yekaterina

I would get worried about its safety — it could
easily break. I would suggest covering it with —
say — a cardboard. Just for the safety of it. As to
the plywood postcard, it should be OK to be
sent I believe.

The current post office workers are usually
reluctant to speak about their job, they say
there are some corporate rules that prohibit
them from sharing even the most trifle details
about the job. Katya (short for Yekaterina) felt
free to speak - she's not a post employee
anymore. We will hear more from her later on,
but now to the something that isn't really
appropriate for mail art.



MexaHnuyeCcKnii rojioC 3aUnThIBAET CITMCOK
3aMpeniéHHbIX K [epechblIKe MpegMeTOB
3arpelleHsl K MepechbliKe B ITpeaenax Poccuiickomn
depeparun: opykme, 60epuUIachl, XOIOLHOE
Oopy>kue, BKJIIOUasi MeTaTelbHOE...

[TouToBbIE TTPaBUIa CTPOTO OMPEIEISIOT, UTO
3aIpeleHo rmepecbiaTh B Poccuio, a Takske
BHYTPU CTPaHbI.

MexaHn4eCcKuii roaoc
HeHexxHble 3HaKU Poccuiickoit @egepanym,
MHOCTPAaHHAs BaJIIOTA.

BriosiHe oxxupaembie BelIU (ILOBUTHIE JKUBOTHbBIE
Y pacTeHMsl...). TOUHO Takue ke CIIUCKU eCTh B
OPYTrUX CTpaHax (...CKOpOMOPTALIMECS MIPOLYKThI
MUTAHUS...), U Te CIIUCKU Ky[a MeHee
npeacKasyemsl (...NPeaCcTaBlIsATh OMACHOCTb JJISI
TTOYTOBBIX PAOOTHUKOB).

MexaHM4uecKuii roaoc

[Tepy. 3arpelieHbl K epechlIKe Byasiu, FaJICTYKH,
KOPCEeTbI, KYXOHHBIE IIJIUThI, MUKCEPDI, IIbIIECOCHI,
YCTPOJCTBA JJIs1 YMCTKM 00YBM, CKOBOPOIKM,
9JIEKTPUYECKIME YTIOTH, TEJIEBU30PBI,
MY3bIKaJIbHbIE IKATYIKA, IIPOUTPhIBATENN,
CcpencTBa KOMMYHMUCTUYECKOJ TTpoTaratbl,

o3 paBUTEIbHbIE, HOBOTOAHME U IPyTUE
OTKPBITKM, BUTAMUHBI, IIPSHOCTH, caxap...

OTO yXe BTOpas BeICTaBKa Jdmyapaa. IlepByio oH
nocBsITHA 500-1eTHi0 AJIeKCaHAPOBCKOTO KpeMIIs,
" 3KCITOHATHI TOrma o6bIrpbiBaau udpy 500
(MexaHn4YeCcKuii rojoc: GpyKToBbie cokn). Ta
BBICTABKa IPOIILJIa HA BEpXHEM spyce
KpeMJIEBCKOW KOJIOKOJIbHY (CIIel Ui, COYyChl,
ropuuiia u nnpurpassl). [IpegcraBurenn
006J1aCTHOTO IMTOYTOBOTO YIIPaBIE€HUS
3aMHTEPEeCOBAIVCh TOTA U TOXE MpuUexaan Ha
oTkpbITHE. [IpenyramaTh, KAk OHU OTHECYTCS KO
BCSIKMM 3TUM BOJILHOCTSIM, OBIJIO OY€HDb TPYIHO,
MOYTU HEBO3MO3KHO.

M kak OHM Ha 3TO BCE CMOTPST? OHU HE TOBOPSIT,
UTO BbI JlejiaeTe, Bbl HapylllaeTe Halllu [IpaBua,
HaM IIITeMIIeb CTaBUTb HEKyIa?

Text-to-speech voice reading a list of items
The following items are not allowed to be sent
within the borders of the Russian Federation.
Guns and armours, including missiles...

The Russian legislation makes certain notes on
what is prohibited for sending to and from the
country.

TTS voice
Bills and coins issued by the Russian
Federation, foreign currency...

Quite an expected stuff (TTS voice: poisonous
animals and plants...) The other countries have
the similar lists (...perishable foods...) and
those lists sometimes are less predictable
(...items posing a high risk of danger to the post
office staff).

TTS voice:

Peru. The following items are not allowed to be
sent: gowns, ties, corselets, kitchen stoves,
kitchen mixers, vacuum cleaners, shoe cleaning
machines, frying pans, electric irons, TV sets,
jukeboxes, record players, communist
propaganda, greeting postcards, vitamins,
spices, sugar...

This is the second exhibition that Eduard has
curated. The first one was dedicated to the
500th anniversary of the Alexandrov Kremlin —
an old town fortress, and it was centered
around the number 500 (TTS voice: fruit
juices...). It took place at the upper level of the
Kremlin belfry (spices, sauces, mustard and
flavourings). The regional postal branch senior
officials were there too. Prior to the opening it
was nearly impossible to tell what their
reaction to all those frivolities will be.

And what do they say about it? Wouldn't they
get irritated, like — what are you doing, there's
not even a place to put a rubber stamp on!



dnyapn

Her, obuiinanbHbie 1uIla, KOTOPbIE TPUXOIST Ha
BBICTaBKM, OHM, KOHEYHO, HNUEro, OHM panbl. Tem
6osiee Koraa ecTh MOBOJ, O TIOUTE TTOTOBOPUTD
TIOJIOKUTENIBHO B IIpecce, ¥ TOTOM IOSIBJISIIOTCS
CTaTby Ha 3Ty TeMy. ITO, KOHEUHO, Xopo1uo. Ho ¢
PSITOBBIMYM PAOOTHMKAMM ITOUTHI BCE eIlé ObIBAIOT
CJIO>KHOCTMN.

C4YéTt ugerT, moxoske, Ha COTHU. OTKPBITKHA C
Mpope3aHHbIMM OKHAMM, KOHBEPTHI CO CTABHSIMM.
KapTouku ¢ n306paskeHMSIMM IIPeIMETOB,
MO3BOJISIIONIMX HAM 3aI/ISHYTh B IPYTOit MUP.
Hamnpumep, Teneckor. Bce 3To HapucoBaHO
BPYUYHYI0, BCE NMpUIUIO 110 ntoyTe. Ho nHoraa,
YTOOBI YBUAETb OKHO, HA/I0 OU€Hb CUJIBHO
rocrapaTbcs. Bot, Hampumep, pabora u3
Npnauguu:

onmyapn

Tam kapanpgai u... HaBepHoe, reieBas pyuka. Beé.

U tam BomuTenb aBTobyca / Bogurenb aBToOyCa /
YenoBeK B LIJISIIIe KOPMUT IITUILY / BO3MOXXHO, OH
CUOVT HA IIONOKOHHMKeE, a, MOKeT ObITh, OH
cuagnT / A iepen, HUM 3eJi€Has... HaBepHoe OH
CUIUT Ha OKHe, IIOTOMY UTO BHU3Y TaM 3eJIEHas
momaaka / Hy Torga aBTo6yc OueHb CTpaHHO
pacrionoxeH / He momyuuTcs, IpuKkieeHa.

Exarepuna

EnuMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 5 3alIOMHMIIA, — KakK
TIepeBO3UTD ITUYEI. B mepeBSIHHOM SIIMKe HY>KHO
6bLIO TTpOMIeIaTh OTBEPCTHSI. MOXKHO MX OBLIO
MepeBO3UTh.

Kro-unbynb Korga-Hubyab MPUHOCUII?

Exarepuna
Her, muén Ham HMUKOTIA HE MPUHOCWIIN, KOTIA S
paboraa.

MexaHn4ecKuii roaoc

l'epmanusi. 3arpelieHbl K IIepechlIKe XXMUBbIe
SKMBOTHbI€, 32 MCKJIIOUEeHMEeM ITUEJT, TIUSBOK,
IIIeJIKOBMYHBIX yepBeii. ICIoib30BaHHbIE
TYe/IMHbIe YIbY 6e3 Mués. 3eMsist U3 CTpaH, He
BXOAS1IMX B EBporelickuii coro3. BoeHHbIe
UTPYIIKU. BUIEOUTPBI ¢ 371eMeHTaMU XKeCTOKOCTH,
Hacuus, pacusMa. CTapble MOATIOPKU IJIS
BMHOrpaja.

Eduard

No. The officials who come to the exhibitions
are sure have nothing against it. They are
happy when they the Post gets a good press.
This is good for them. But it's not that easy with
the ordinary postal workers.

There seems to be hundreds of windows at the
exhibition. Cards with the cut-through
windows, envelopes with shutters. Card
depicting the painted items that allows us to
have a peek to a different world. Like this one, a
telescope. But sometimes it takes a huge effort
to see a window connection in a postcard. Like
this one from Ireland.

Eduard

It was made with a pencil and... It should be a
gel ink pen. That's it.

And there's a bus driver / A bus driver / A man
in a hat who's feeding a bird / Apparently he is
sitting on a window sill / And there's a green...
He should be sitting on a window sill because
there's a green patch / But the bus is in a
strange place then / No way, it's glued.

Yekaterina

The only thing that I still remember - the way
the beehives should be sent. The sender has to
make holes in a wooden box to send it.

Did anyone ever bring you beehives?

Yekaterina
No, we've never got it.

TTS voice

Germany. The following items are not allowed
to be sent: living creatures except for the bees,
leeches, silkworms. Used beehive with no bees.
Soil from the non-EU countries. Military toys.
Cruelty, violence and racism-related video
games. Used beehives stands.



[TouToBbIE PAOOTHUKM HE JTIOOSIT M3IAT-apT
IIOTOMY YTO MM HEYI00HO C HUM TeXHUUECKU
CIIPaBJISITHCS, KIacCUPUIIMPOBATD,
1ITemMIieseBaTb? My poCcTo 3TO He IOJI0XKEeHO?

dnyapn

ViMeHHO, MMeHHO KiaccubuimupoBatb. OHU
3HAIOT, KaK HaJI0 IpaBMIbHO IucaTh agpec. OHU
3HAIOT, [[ie HaJl0 CTaBUTh MHAEKC. ECiu 3TO yke

OT/IMYAeTCs OT 06pasiia, 3TO yKe HeOPSIOK, M UM

y3Ke TPYIHO ¢ 3TUM paboratb. OHU — IO,
MIPUBBIKIIME K HEKUM CTaHAApTaM, K HEeKUM
paMKaM, ¥ BOT BBIJITU 3@ 3TU PaMK/ OUeHb
CJIOKHO.

ExaTtepuHa

UV uHorma maske 3aBepHYTb OaHIEPOJIb B Oymary
IUIST MeHSI OBIJI0 KaKMM-TO PUTYaJIoM. BcTaTh mog,
KaKMM-TO MPaBUIbHBIM YIJIIOM. IT0IOKUTH
OTHOCUTEJIbHO Ce06sI TPaBUIbHO MOCHIIKY.
Pa3BepHyTb 6ymary. MHe gaske Ka3aaocCh, 4TO S
TaHIy10. Kakoii-To TaHer 6bu1. Kak-TO BCE ObIIO
BbIBEPEHO JI0 TOUHOCTH. I 0603kasa 310!

MexaHn4ecKkuit roiaoc
...BJIO’KeHHbIE B OTKPbITbIe KOHBEPTHI, C
OpHaAMEHTOM U3 MMUHEePaATbHOM MbLIN,

CTEK/IAHHBIX KpOIIEK, META/VIMUYECKUX YaCTUII UJIN

[IOJOOHBIX BEILEeCTB...

ExaTtepuna
U onyiH TOMBKO M3 KIMEHTOB 3aMEeTWI, UTO ST
"KpacyuBoO 3aBOpaunBai0 6aHIEepOoIb .

MexaHu4eCcKuii roaoc

...0aHKOBCKME OMJIETHI, AparolleHHbIe KaMHH,
IParolleHHOCTM MY JTI06bIe IpyTiie IleHHbIe
IIpeaMeThI.

dnyapn

Yaiie BCero s y>ke mpoCTO UX OTIIpaBJsto. Kakue-
TO HeKMe Bell[i, 00bEeKTbI, IPeIMETbI, U KAy
peakiinio. bbiBaeT, YToO yepe3 nmapy Hee/lb
MIPUXOIST U TOBOPST — HAalpMMep, BamM HaA0

JOIIATUTb MapOK CTOJIBKO-TO. ITomeTouka Takas.

Jlydiile HampsIMyI0 K pabOTHMKAM ITOYThI HE

obpamaTtbcs. MOXKHO CKa3aThb, Ha aBOCh OPOCUTH B

SIIIUK U JKOATb pe3yJIbTaT.

What's the reason for the postal workers to
dislike mail art? Is it because they find it
difficult to manage it — sorting it, placing
stamps, or just because one shouldn't do it, and
that's all?

Eduard

Yes — it's about sorting it out. They know
exactly where the address should be written
down, or the postal code. And when something
isn't done according to these rules, they get
confused. They are the people that adhere to
their policies, a kind of habits which are hard to
break.

Yekaterina

The parcel packaging turned into a sort of a
ritual for me. When packing, I used to be
standing at the certain distance by the table, at
the right angle. The parcel should be placed at
the certain position. Then the packaging paper.
Sometimes I felt like I was dancing, a special
kind of dance thought out to its finer points. I
adored it!

TTS voice

...that are placed inside an open envelopes with
mineral dust decoration, or glass dust, or metal
parts, or similar.

Yekaterina
But only one customer have noticed it — he said
I cover the parcel so beautifully.

TTS voice
...bank notes, precious stones, jewelry or any
other valuable items.

Eduard

More often, I simply drop the mail art objects
into the post box — and wait for the response.
Sometime, with a week or two, it gets back with
a requirement to add more stamps to it. It's
better not to deal with the postal workers
directly but drop it into the box, and then it is
hit-or-miss.



ExaTtepnuHa

bblna 6osbiast HerabapuTHasl...
KpyIHOTabapuTHas IOChIIKA. A 11a, 5T Jaxke
TIOHSTH BEIb €€ He MOIVIa, 3aITycKajia KIMeHTa,
yTOOBI OH caM 3a6upast. DTo ObLa MOChLIKA
6osbIIIast, MOX0xKast Ha YBeJIMUEHHbIV CMHTE3aTop.
U Ha Heit 6b110 HanmcaHo "OT Iema Moposa". Vv
Hac 6bIJI0 HECKOJIBKO MTOCBhIIOK TaKMX, M MHE OBbLIO
MIPUSITHO UX BBIIABATh KaK UTO-TO CKA30YHOE, UTO
T10 MOYTe MPUILEN mogapok oT Hema Mopo3sa.

MexaHMYeCKUi1 TO10C

VemeH. 3anpeleHbl K Iepechlike UTPyLIeYHbIe
MMCTONETHI U PEBOIbBEPBI. DITUKETKU U TKAHM,
PUCYHOK KOTOPBIX HATIOMMHAET HaHKOBCKME
6uneTsl. anbiIvBbIe TOYTOBbIE MAPKMU.
[IponaranaucTckas auTeparypa.

ExaTepuna

B nipaBmiax moYTOBbBIX, KCTATH, IIOATIMCAHO, UTO
SKeHIMHA GOoJIbIlle NecsIT KWIOrpaMM He TOJIKHA
MOAHMMATh. U 51 IpsiM Takast — 1 He Oymy!

MexaHu4ecKuii roaoc

...60empurnacel. IMOHCKME KUCTOYKM AJISI OPUTHSI.
Crmuku, IeHbIU, MpeaMeThl U3 CTEeK/Ia UIN
aHAJIOTMYHBIE XPYIIKME WUJIU MOPTAIIMECs
npeameTbl. PO30BbIN XVHMH. PaagOaKTUBHbIE

BemectBa. O6auraiym. Bupyc skeinToit IMxopaakiu.

Onuym, Mopduit, KOKaH U Apyryie HAPKOTUKMU.

CBoii niepBbIit MaWI-apt dayapn Eropos
OTIIPaBWJI, KOT[ia U C(JIOBA TAKOTO He 3Has. B
JeBSITh JIEeT.

Smyapn

OueHb JIerkO OTINYKUTD bpasmiinio — y HUX HEKUIL
TaKoii acKeTU3M UIET B opopmiiennn. 1 y HuX
el Takue TPAAULIVMOHHbIE MapKMU.

CerofiHs OH C MePBOTO B3I/ MOXKET
OIpeNeNnTb, OTKYAA MPUIIET M3II-apT.

dnyapr,

U ouyeHs ellle Takue AJisi MeHsI, MOXXET, HECKOJIbKO
HEeCTPYKTYpUPOBaHHbIE. Xa0C HEKUIT — 3TO
UTaAbsIHIIbL. OHU TaKMe MMITY/IbCUBHbBIE — U,
MOJTy4aeTcsl, He TOIbKO B pPa3roBOpe, B XapakTepe
CBOEM, HO OHM BCE 3TO IePEeHOCSIT 1 Ha pabOThI.

OTO HaJo BUIETh.

Yekaterina

It was a big non-dimension... a large-
dimension parcel. Yes, I even couldn't lift it and
I had to ask the customer to take it. It was a big
box, like an extra-sized keyboard synthesizer.
And it has a From Santa Claus sign on it. We've
got several packages like this, and each time it
was a pleasure to give it out. It was like
delivering something grom a fairy tale.

TTS voice

Yemen. The following items are not allowed to
be sent: toy guns, labels and fabrics with
banknote-like patterns, fake postage stamps,
propaganda texts.

Yekaterina

In the postal rules it says women shouldn't
handle heavy items that are over ten kilos. And
was like — I ain't gonna do that!

TTS voice

...ammunition, Japanese shaving brushes,
matchboxes, money, glass, fragile or perishable
objects, pink cinchona, radioactive objects,
bond certificates, amarillosis viruses, opium,
morphine, cocaine and other drugs.

Eduard was nine when he has sent out his first
mail art, and he even didn't knew such a word
then.

Eduard

Brazilian mail art is very easy to tell. It bears a
kind if minimalist approach in design, and the
stamps look traditional.

Now, it takes only a glance for him to name the
country of origin.

Eduard

Italian mail art is somewhat less structural to
me, a kind of Chaos. And very impulsive also. It
looks like they get emotional not only in their
behaviour or speech, but they bring it to their
art.

We ought to see it!



dnyapn

WTanbsiHCKME paboThI BOT. Y HUX BOT MHOTO
TaKOro, KaKOro-To, y HUX Aaxe He
9KCITPECCHOHM3M, He 3Hal0, ab6CTPaKIIMOHUCTCKII
3KCIIPEeCCMOHM3M Ha3bIBAETCS.

N3 Mapoxkko rnpuiijia KapTouka, eé aBTop B OTBET
MIPOCUT MPUCHUIATh OTKPBITKY HA KaPTOHKE 13-
oz, ceipa «Becénast 6ypéHkar. CoIp MIPOM3BOISAT B
pasHbIX CTpaHax, ¥ IBa — TaK 30BYT aBTOpa —
cobMpaeT 3TM OTKPBITKU-KAPTOHKY CO BCETO
CBeTa.

dnyapn

Bor aT0 pabora AeByIIKY, CTyOeHTKM 13 CaHKT-
[TeTepbypra. OHa Tpucaana OTKPBITKY, TAe
HApUCOBAH TeIEeBU30P, IOTOMY YTO JIJISI MHOTUX
JIrogen 3To ceiyac sIBJsieTCsI OKHOM B Mup. Kak B
COBETCKMe BpeMeHa Mbl CMOTPEeIN Ha MUP
mta3amu Opust CenkeBuua B nepenaue "Kiy6
KMHOITyTEIIeCTBEHHMKOB", TaK /i1 MHOTUX JIIOfIEii
TO’KE TeIeBU30P ceiuac Mo CUI0 TTOPY SIBJISIETCS
TaKMM OKHOM B Mup. OHM MaJjio Kyfa e3/4T, a IHU
MIPOBOZSIT Y TeJeBMU30pa.

VHorma 910 66IBa€T MIUJIO, MHOTA CTPAHHO MU
HEIIPUBBIYHO — KaK, HallpuMep, OTKPhITKA
pacKkpalieHHas JIMMOHHBIM COKOM. MiHoTHa 3TO
TOXO0yKe Ha KPUK OYIIN.

dnyapn

JIromu Korza OObSBIISIIOT ITPOEKT CBOI, OHM
[DenaroT] OrOBOPKY O TOM, UTO, HAIIpUMep, 3TU
paboThl OYIYT SKCIIOHMPOBATHCS B TAKUX-TO
MecTax, T03TOMY HeJlb3s1 B paboTax JOIyCKaTh TO,
YyTO, HAIpuMep, 6yIeT II0X0 BOCIIPUHUMAThCS
netbMu. Mim, TaMm, skeHIIMHaMU. Vi elre 4To-To.
Tem He MeHee, 3/1eCh eCTh paboTa, IIPaB/a, s €€ He
OTGUIBTPOBAJI, KOT/Ia OTIaBa paboThl HA
BBICTaBKYy. ECTh TaKOI 4enoBeK, OH BCSKME, KaK
CKa3aTb-TO, YACTM... OOHA)KEHHBIE YACTU Tela
MCIIONb3YeT B CBOuX paborax. OH ucmnaHell, BOT.

- A-a-a.

dnyapr,

Ia, 'y Hero... TpyaHo. Ho Ha MHOTMX pa6oTax oH
pHUCYyeT BCSIKME TaM TeHUTAINM OOHasKeHHbIe U TaK
Janee, CTpaHHbIE BelllM Kakue-To. BoT
COTPYOHUKM My3esl 34,eCh TOILIN, OHU 3TU paboThl
pasMecTIN, HO TAaKUMM (PUTOBBIMM JIMCTOYKAMMU
3aKjIeusIu BCSKMe MHTepecHble MecTa 31ech. Kak
3TO CBSI3aHO C OKHOM B MUD, S He 3HAl0.

Eduard

These are the Italian pieces. They've got a lot of
it, [ wouldn't call it Expressionism but rather
say Abstract Expressionism.

There is postcard from Marocco. It's author asks
for a reply to be made on a cardboard of a box
of La vache qui rit — a French soft cheese
produced worldwide. Eva, the author collects
those boxes.

Eduard

Here's a piece sent in by a girl from St.
Petersburg. She is a student there, and she
made a postcard with an picture of a TV set. For
many, television is a window to the world, just
like it was in the Soviet times when people
observed the planet largely through the eyes if
Yury Senkevitch of Klub
Kinoputeshestvennikov (Cinema Travellers
Club, a popular Soviet TV travel show). They
don't travel much on their own but spend their
lives in front of a TV screen.

Sometimes it looks cute, sometimes it is
strange or weird — like a postcard painted with
lemon juice. But sometimes it is more of a
heartfelt cry.

Eduard

Whenever someone is starting a mail art
exhibition and makes an open call for
submissions, he sets up rules and limitations
regarding where it will be installed, what is
inappropriate for children or, say, for females or
sensitive persons. Nevertheless, here's a piece
that escaped my eye as I was making it. This
author heavily depicts certain parts of a body,
so to speak... Naked parts. He's from Spain.

- A-ha.

Eduard

Yes, and his works are... That's not easy. He
often depicts genitalia, and strange things. The
museum staff said ok to that, but they put fig
leaves upon some particular parts. I've no idea
how this relates to windows, the subject of this
exhibition.



A HeT i1 y M3Mi-apTa peryranuuy Takoro
MaprMHaJIbHOTO MCKYCCTBA?

omyapn,
A 4TO BbI TIOHMMAETE IO, CJIOBOM
"MapruHaibHOe"?

Korpa Ha HMX CMOTpPST Kak Ha uyguKoB. Korma nm
3aHMMAIOTCS Te JIIOIM, KOTOpbIe He HaIIu cebst
6osbiie Hurge. M xorma MM 3aHUMMAIOTCS He
BITOJIHE BITMCBIBAIOIIMECS B KM3Hb JIIOOU?

onyapn

§ TaK He CUMUTAl0, IOTOMY UTO 3[1€Ch, B TOM YMCJIe
3/lech Ha BbICTaBKe, €CTh pabOThI OUEHb
KaueCTBEHHBIX XyIOKHUKOB, TOT K& KaHaICKUI1 13
Mexkcuku, Hanipumep, — Kut Musnep. OH
COCTOSIBIIIMIACS TTpOeccroHa, eciu CyauTh 10,
OTISITD 3K, IO €ro IMyOaMKaIMsIM, HO TEM He MeHee
OH B 3TOM TOXe IpuHMMaeT yuactue. Hy, mis
JII0Zlei, KOTopbie BOOOIIEe Ha MCKYCCTBO CMOTPSIT
KaK Ha YTO-TO CTPaHHOEe TaKoe, s AyMaio, UM
MaiI-apT 6ymeT TeM 60siee 0OUeHb CTPAHHBIM
MICKYCCTBOM. DTO He TOJIbKO YyOMKM, 3TO ITPOCTO
JIIONIM YBJI€UEHHbIE, IOV VICKYCCTBA, JIIOAV
MCKYCCTBA.

ITouTa 3TO rocysapCTBEHHbLIV MHCTUTYT CO
CTPOTOI, TT0 CYTU BOEHHON AUCUUIIIMHON. HO B
KaKOM JpyrOM MHCTUTYTE TOCyJapCTBEHHOE TaK
TeCHO IepervieTaeTcs C JIMYHBIM, U Jaske IOPOoit
MHTUMHBIM?

dmyapn,

Ectb venosek u3 llloTaananu. BoT OTKpbITKA OT
Hero IpucaaHHas. 31ech CTeHa, Ipope3aHo
OKOIITKO — HY 9TO KaKoe X035IIICTBEHHOEe CTpPOeHMe
0 BCel BUAMMOCTU. U OTTyIa BbIMISAAbIBAET
1opoja, MOoT/IaHaCcKas Kakasi-To, Topoja
IIOT/IAaHACKOV KOPOBbI, KOTOPAst BCTPeYaeTCst
TOJIBKO TaM B OTHOM MeCTe KaKOM-TO. BOT 3TOT
YyeJI0BEK IePeskmI HEKYIO 001e3Hb, M UTOOBI KaK-
TO PeabUIMTUPOBATHCS, TO €CTh OH CaM JJIsT ce0st
MpUAYMaj TaKoil MeToJ, — OH Havasl
TeperuchIBaTLCS C HAPOJAOM B IPYTUX CTPaHaX.
OH mpocuJt, YTOOBI MY ITPUCHLIAIN TEMY YaCOB.
MosKeT GbITh, 3TO KaK-TO ObLIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, UTO
OH Kak-To rmocyie 60/e3HM, HABepHOe, —
OlyIleHe BpeMeHM CTaJI0 Y HETO HeCKOJIbKO

Ipyroe.

Do people think of mail art as of an outsider
art?

Eduard
What do you mean by outsider art?

It's as if the artists are regarded as weirdos. Or
as those who missed their chance to make a
fulfilling career. As if it is done by the people
who doesn't fit in anywhere.

Eduard

I don't think so because there are also
professional artists taking part in this
exhibition. Like Keith Miller, a Mexican
Canadian who - judging by the publications — is
an accomplished artist, but he is still doing mail
art. As to the people who generally regard art as
a strange thing, mail art looks even more
strange to them. It's not all about the odd
fellows, it;s just about the people with a
passion for art, about those living for art.

The Post is the state institution with strict,
almost military-like discipline. But is there any
other state institution that can get that
personal, or even intimate?

Eduard

This was sent by a man from Scotland. It's a
postcard. Here we see a wall, a cut-through
window. It's a sort of a utility building depicted
there, and here's a cow looking out from it. The
cow is of a Scottish breed, particular to the
region. This was sent by a man who survived an
illness, and he has invented his own method of
rehabilitation by corresponding with the people
of other countries. He asks them to send him
images of clocks. This probably may be related
to his altered sense of time, since he got ill.



S chororpadmpoBan emy meTany 4acoB B
ajJleKcaHIpoBCKOM Kpemiie, a OH MHe B OTBET
IIPMC/IA BOT 9Ty OTKPBITKY. Pacckasan Tam
MCTOPMIO Ha 060poTe. To ecTh 3TO HACTOSIIAS
OTKPbITKA, KaK JIIOIM PaHbIIile IPUChUIaIN
MIOC/IaHMsI — UTO OH €34 K CBOeMy Opaty, 4To
9TO TUIIMYHAS MOCTPOIKA ¥ TUITMYHAS ITOPOJA
VMIMEHHO LIOTIAHACKMX KOPOB. TO eCTh 1ieyI0
MICTOPUIO, LIeJTYI0 MaJIeHbKYIO ICTOPUIO Ha
OTKPBITKE paccKkasall.

Exatepuna

W 9 MMeHHO Ha ITouTe MOHSs/Ia, KaK 0011aThCsl, He
3HAI0 YTO JI, C JTIOAbMM WU KJIueHTaMu. MoskeT
OBITh, ¥ TO U IPYTOE JaKe.

biaromapst mouTe Thl HAyYMIaCh JIydille IOHMMATh
Jonen?

Exatepuna

[a. JIy4iiie MOHMMATh, U TIOHSJIA CAMOe IJIaBHOe,
YTO €C/IV UTO-TO He TaK, He CTOUT Cropsiua JIEMUTh
ropstuky. I[IoTOMy BBISICHSIETCSI, KOTIa YKe,
IOITYCTUM, BCSI YoKe M3PYTaelrbCsl, BISICHSIETCS,
YTO IPUYMHA ObIJIa COBEPIIEHHO KaKoii-To... Hy,
MOKET OBITb, ITYCTSIUHOM MM KaKue-TO ObLIN
YBaKUTebHbIE IPUUMHBI, ¥ UYTO HAJI0 ITPOCTO
BEXIMBO ¥ HOPMAJIbHO Pa300paThCsl, a IOTOM Y3Ke
IyMaTh, YTO C STUM JeNaTh. BOT aTOMYy 51 Tam
HayuyMIach.

I've photographed the clocks of the Alexandrov
Kremlin for him, and he sent me this card in
return. And he told the story of it on the back
side of the card - he's been visiting his brother,
and this is the typical rural architecture, and a
very special local breed of cow. It's a whole
story, a whole short story told with a postcard.

Yekaterina

It was at the post office where I've learned how
to communicate with people, or, say, the
customers. Call it this or that — it doesn't
matter.

You owe it to the post, do you?

Yekaterina

Yes. I've got a better understanding of people
and I've got the main idea - you'd better not to
act at the heat of the moment. Because you
may find it later that the reason for your anger
was not the one you thought of. It could be
really of no importance, or the people you were
angry with were not guilty. It is worth taking
everything into account and do it carefully, and
then decide what can be done. That's the lesson
I've learnt there.



